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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
Sunday Worship

St. Stephen’s will observe the Fourth 
Sunday After the Epiphany on 
January 29.

The Service Bulletins are available 
to view and download from the St 
Stephen’s website or at these links:
7:45 a.m. Spoken Eucharist
10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist

We pray for Parish Members

Nancy Bishoff

Steven & Elizabeth Botica

Brian & Barbara Bovee

Mike & Roni Boyd

Please keep these people in your 
prayers.

Weekly Prayers

To request after-hours pastoral assistance, please dial the church at 865-
483-8497, then follow the voice prompts to select “Pastoral Emergency” 
(Option 2).
Please note: A different option number was incorrectly reported in the 
previous E-News.

New Episcopal Church window stickers 
are now available in the Hospitality Area 
located on the first floor across from the 
church offices.

With great sadness, this week we 
learned of the passing of two members 
of the St. Stephen’s family:

Walter Carow, father of Nancy 
Carow, died on January 21, and

Patrecia Babcock Wykoff, mother 
of Amy Dunkirk and Caroline Swilley, 
died on January 25.

Please keep their families in your 
prayers.

Almighty God, our Father in heaven, 
before whom live all who die in the 
Lord: Receive our brother, Walter, and 
our sister, Patrecia, into the courts of 
your heavenly dwelling place. Let their 
hearts and souls now ring out in joy 
to you, O Lord, the living God, and 
the God of those who live. This we ask 
through Christ our Lord. (BCP, p. 466)

Deaths in Our St. Stephen’s Family

After-Hours Pastoral Support

Interested in 
Confirmation, 

Reaffirmation or 
Reception?

As St. Stephen’s prepares for the 
Sunday, March 26, visit of the Bishop 
of East Tennessee, the Right Reverend 
Brian L. Cole, we are beginning a 
series of classes for those who may 
want to be confirmed, reaffirmed, or 
received.

See Page 2 for more information 
on the rites of Confirmation, 

Reaffirmation, and Reception

Classes will be held Wednesdays in 
the Parish Hall beginning February 15. 
A light dinner will be served beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. with class beginning at 
6:30 p.m.

If you are interested, or if you are 
uncertain but wish to explore and hear 
more about the Episcopal Church and 
St. Stephen’s, this is an opportunity to 
learn and ask questions.

Classes will be led by Father Ashton 
Sims, Father Howard Hess, and other 
members of the parish.

Please contact Fr. Ashton or Father 
Howard if you have additional 
questions about these classes.

Contact Information For 
Father Howard

Father Howard Hess, the new Vicar 
of St. Stephen’s, has provided contact 
information those in the Parish who 
need to reach him.
Telephone:  865-640-1565
Email: frhoward15@att.net

More News on Page 2
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The Rites of Confirmation, Reaffirmation, Reception: What’s the Difference?

The sacramental rite in which the candidates “express 
a mature commitment to Christ, and receive strength 
from the Holy Spirit through prayer and the laying on 
of hands by a bishop” (BCP, p. 860). Those who were 
baptized at an early age and those baptized as adults 
without laying on of hands by a bishop are expected 
to make a mature public affirmation of their faith, 
recommit themselves to the responsibilities of their 
baptism, and receive laying on of hands by a bishop 
(BCP, p. 412). The Prayer Book rite for Confirmation 
includes forms for Reception and the Reaffirmation of 
Baptismal Vows. In some dioceses, those who have 
already made a mature Christian commitment in 
another denomination are recognized as members 
of the one holy catholic and apostolic church, and 
received into the fellowship of the Episcopal Church 
and the Anglican Communion. In other dioceses, those 
who have been sacramentally confirmed in the Roman 
Catholic or Orthodox churches are received and others 
are confirmed. Those who have returned from a time 
of religious inactivity to an active practice of faith may 
publicly reaffirm their baptismal vows. 

Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmation are 
rooted in the baptismal covenant. Confirmation/
Reception/Reaffirmation may be done at the service 
of Holy Baptism or at the Easter Vigil when a bishop 
is present (BCP, pp. 292, 309-310). When there is no 
baptism, the entrance rite for Confirmation/Reception/
Reaffirmation follows the entrance rite for baptism 
(BCP, p. 413). Candidates for Confirmation, Reception, 
and Reaffirmation are presented in separate groups 
by their presenters. Candidates may have individual 
presenters who will support them in their Christian 

life by prayer and example. It is not necessary that the 
presenters be members of the clergy. 

The candidates reaffirm their renunciation of evil, and 
renew their commitment to Jesus Christ. They reaffirm 
the promises made by them or for them at the time of 
baptism. Those present in the congregation promise 
to do all in their power to support the candidates in 
their life in Christ. The bishop leads the congregation 
in renewing the baptismal covenant.  The bishop lays 
hands on each candidate for Confirmation. 

E-News has excerpted definitions for these rites from an Episcopal Church website. You can also learn more about 
these rites and other aspects of the church, along with access links to more information, from the “Dictionary of the 
Episcopal Church” at this link. See Page 1 of the E-News for information on preparations for Bishop Cole’s March 26 
visit to St. Stephen’s.

Other Important Dates

Shrove Tuesday - February 21
Ash Wednesday - February 22

Easter - April 9

Save the Date: Feb. 18 Mardi Gras Party
The Parish Life Committee is planning a Mardi Gras 
Party for Saturday, February 18. E-News will publish 
more details as they become available.

Members of the Intermediate Christian Education class celebrate 
by building a tower after finishing lessons on the Baptismal 
Covenant.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary

