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Sunday Worship
November 27 is the First Sunday of 
Advent. Bulletins for Sunday’s service can 
be found at these links:

7:45 a.m. Spoken Service

10:00 a.m. Choral Service

We pray for Parish Members
Erik & Julie Weatherford

Julie Webber
James Welch, Arwyn

Susan Wells
Vicky White

Please keep these people in your prayers.

Weekly Prayers

Weekend Pastoral 
Contacts For Nov. 25 - 27

The chart shows the cumulative giving and pledges we have made toward St. 
Stephen’s  2023 budget goal of $675,000 as of November 20.

If you have not yet made a pledge, you can easily do so online.  Click  here to 
go to the St. Stephen’s Stewardship page. Or  send an email to secretary@
ststephensor.org.  If you have pledged and feel the spirit leading you to 
increase your amount follow those same steps.

For the Measure You Give Will Be The Measure You 
Get Back

Last Sunday’s announcement by Father Charles Fels reflects and summarizes some 
intense discussion by your vestry, and the stewardship and finance committees. You 
can view the video of the announcement by clicking here. The announcements begin 
at the seven-minute mark (07:00).

To paraphrase the three-part message:

1. St. Stephen’s is poised for growth, but we need two priests to capitalize on this 
opportunity. Now is the time to commit to supporting two priests.

2. We are not there yet.

3. When St. Stephen’s understands the need, we respond.

Fr. Charles noted that it is his role to remind us of how Jesus concluded his Sermon 
on the Plain (Luke 6:38), “Give and it will be given to you … for the measure you give 
will be the measure you get back.” In giving, we draw closer to God.

Over the next few weeks, we will delve deeper into where we are in this quest to 
support two priests.

- Brent Sigmon

The Measure we Have Pledged

Many of this week’s announcements 
have been moved to page 2 so we 
can devote space to Father Charles’s 
November 13 announcement and 
show the progress to date toward 
meeting our 2023 financial goals.

Where’s The News?

The Rev. Claire Keene is covering 
emergencies from Friday, November 25 
through Saturday, November 26. Please 
contact Judith Delaney (865-719-4124) 
or Jamey Kennedy (865-771-0944) to 
reach Mother Claire.

Father Ashton Sims will serve as the 
pastoral contact beginning Saturday 
afternoon through Sunday.  You may 
reach him at  334-730-2132.

Please see Page 2 for information 
about special Advent opportunities 
for learning and prayer, a Sunday 
schedule adjustment, and more.

https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_ed86d5f064c94209bcb87a3ed4785514.pdf
https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_1947a94bfd9045c1bd77eabc8128da28.pdf
https://www.ststephensor.org/copy-of-stewardship-2
mailto:secretary@ststephensor.org
mailto:secretary@ststephensor.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKQK6Rx7vFY
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Seeking Delegates to 
Annual Convention

The St. Stephen’s  Men’s Group will serve 
breakfast in the Parish Hall following the 
7:45 a.m. service, Sunday, December 4. 
Breakfast will be served until 9:45 a.m.

Advent Adult Forum “Journeying the Way of 
Love” Begins Sunday, November 27

Join us for adult forum this season of Advent for Journeying the Way of Love. 

This four-week Advent study deeply explores the first two chapters of 
the Gospel of Luke as we await the coming of Christ. In community and 
individually, we will read and reflect on the passages in Luke throughout the 
season of Advent and “try on” the spiritual practices of the Way of Love. Luke’s 
gospel provides a pattern for understanding how we can live the Way of Love 
as individuals, as families and friends, as a community, and out in the world. 

• Advent One: The Annunciation: Saying “Yes” to the Journey

• Advent Two: Mary and Elizabeth: Journeying with Family and Friends

• Advent Three: The Birth of John the Baptist: Journeying with Community

• Advent Four: The Birth of Jesus: Journeying with the World

Father Ashton Sims and Emily Bruner will co-facilitate the meetings. The Forum 
will meet in the Pollard Library following the 10:00 a.m. service.

The 2023 Diocesan Annual Convention 
will be held February 3 and 4, 2023, in 
Johnson City TN. 

If would like to be a delegate, please send 
send an email to secretary@ststephensor.
org  by December 4, 2022. 

Interested in trying a new spiritual discipline for Advent?  

How about joining us for these four weeks for weekly silent contemplative prayer?  
We’re a group of 6-8 persons who meet via Zoom every Thursday at 4:00 p.m. 
to pray, both verbally and nonverbally in silence.  We’re usually done by 4:45.  
Because we meet online, we’re able to include several former parishioners who 
now live at a distance, as well as folks who would find it more difficult to come to 
the church building.

If you think you might be interested, contact the co-convenors, Liz and Steve 
Herbes (Liznsteveherbes@yahoo.com; 865-250-9123 or 865-228-2537) and 
we’ll be happy to give you more information.  No prior experience in silent prayer 
needed. 

We’d love to have you join us during Advent — and who knows, you may decide 
to make contemplative prayer an ongoing part of your spiritual life after Advent 
ends!

We light the Advent Wreath candles on the 
four Sundays of Advent. Each candle of 
the Advent wreath has a meaning: Hope, 
Peace, Joy, and Love. 

Purple is the liturgical color for Advent, thus 
three of the candles are purple. The rose 
candle has always been connected with 
joy, because the third Sunday of Advent is 
Gaudete Sunday (gaudete in Latin means 
‘rejoice’). 

Finally, on Christmas Eve, the central 
Christ Candle is lit to represent the long-
anticipated birth of Christ into the world. 
Opening the period of waiting for Christ’s 
coming, and remembrance of the prophets.

Bonus:  Click here for a 16th Century 
Christmas Carol “Gaudete, Christus est 
Natus” on YouTube. The translation is in 
the comments. Apologies for the ads.

No Youth Sunday School 
November 27

Due to the Oak Ridge School’s 
Thanksgiving break, there will be no Youth 
Sunday School this Sunday, November 27.

Contemplative Prayer Offers New Advent 
Spiritual Discipline

Advent Wreath: Light the 
Candle of Hope

Sunday, November 27 is the first day of Advent and St. Stephen’s 
offers opportunities for growth, learning, and spiritual discipline 
during the season.

Next Men’s Group 
Breakfast Set for Dec. 4

mailto:secretary@ststephensor.org
mailto:secretary@ststephensor.org
mailto:Liznsteveherbes@yahoo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCuHuIQRd3M

