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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
Sunday Worship

December 11 is the Third Sunday of 
Advent. Bulletins for Sunday’s service 
can be found at these links:

7:45 a.m. Spoken Service

10:00 a.m. Choral Service

We pray for Parish Members

Daryl & Karen Yearwood, Keegan, Fiona 
Kevin Young

Please keep these people in your prayers.

Weekly Prayers

Weekend Pastoral Contact

Father Ashton Sims will serve as the 
pastoral contact for the weekend 
beginning Friday, December 9, and 
ending Sunday, December 11.  You may 
reach him at  334-730-2132.

Advent and Christmas Season Events at St. Stephen’s

Event Date Time

Lessons and Carols Dec. 18 6:00 p.m.

Blue Christmas Dec. 20 6:00 p.m.

Christmas Pageant Dec. 24 4:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Carol Vigil Dec. 24 10:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Eucharist (with 
incense) Dec. 24 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Eucharist * Dec. 25 10:00 a.m.

New Year’s Day Service * Jan. 1, 2023 10:00 a.m.

* One service only on date shown

A Look Ahead At the Next Four Weeks
St. Stephen’s is scheduling several activities for the remainder of Advent and the 
Christmas Season. It’s a busy time and the church’s events provide something for 
everyone. See the printable table below for events, times, and dates.

Of note is the December 20 Blue Christmas service. This is a solemn, quiet service 
that recognizes that the holidays are not a joyful time for everyone.

This year’s Christmas Pageant includes new costumes sewn during parish sewing 
bees, new staging by Nancy Carow, and a music partnership with Jeff Robertson 
and Simon Ballintoy.

Through December 4, 2022, St. 
Stephen’s has received 96 pledges 
totaling $471,200.

To help develop the 2023 budget, the 
Vestry asks parishioners to provide a 
pledge card no matter how small the 
amount. See page 2 to learn more 
about submitting a pledge.

Recognize This Spot?
Nestled next to the staircase on the lower 
level, between the Parish Hall and the 
Nursery/Church Offices, is Dorothy’s Box. 
This chest is a location where you can 
donate clean clothing to be gathered and 
provided to local organizations that help 
those in need. It was woefully empty earlier 
this week and, given the tough times 
that many are facing, we should  give 
generously until we can no longer close the 
lid.

Speaking of Page 2

Please keep reading. Page 2 is full of in-
formation about food, thanks, flowers 
and a workshop focused on grieving 
during the holidays.

Pledge Update

Got News?  If you have an announce-
ment or story for the December 16 
E-News, please send an email  to secre-
tary@ststephensor.org by 10:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, December 14.

https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_ba071600eb584bfab3108181f2e97f70.pdf
https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_6df197457c2846ecae373003d0f4d7dc.pdf


December 9, 2022 | Page 2

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Fr. Bailey Norman, Priest-in-Charge http://www.ststephensor.org
212 N. Tulane Avenue, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 865-483-8497 secretary@ststephensor.org

Where God is seen, love is felt, lives are changed.

St. Stephen’sE-NEWS

The St. Stephen’s Men’s Group will serve 
a light breakfast of baked goods, fruit 
and beverages this Sunday, December 
11, between the 7:45 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
services.

The breakfast will be held in the Parish 
Hall, and food will be served until around 
9:45 a.m.

Dec. 13 “Grief Through The Holidays” Workshop to be led by Steve Herbes

Retired grief counselor and St. Stephen’s 
parishioner Steve Herbes will lead an 
hour-long workshop titled “Coping With 
Grief Through The Holidays” at First 
United Methodist Church, beginning at 
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 13. The 
workshop is for those in the community 
grieving the recent or not-so-recent death 
of a loved one. There is no cost to attend.

The Christmas holidays are filled with 
events and sensations that can make 

the experience of the loss of a loved 
one especially difficult.  Familiar sights, 
sounds, even smells, and tastes, can stir 
up memories of holiday moments with the 
one who is no longer physically present 
with us.  For grieving persons it is not a 
choice of pain or no pain—the pain will be 
there—but rather, how you will manage 
the pain during this time.  This workshop 
will provide an opportunity for grieving 
persons to learn and discuss ways to cope 
with the special burden of grief during the 

Christmas season.

Steve has worked with grieving persons 
for more than 20 years in hospice, church, 
and private practice settings.  He has led 
grief support groups for the Oak Ridge 
community since 2007.  If attending the 
workshop, please use the First United 
Methodist portico entrance across the 
street from St. Stephen’s. Please contact 
First United Methodist Church (865-483-
4357) for more information.

Next Men’s Group 
Breakfast Set for Dec. 11

The St. Stephen’s Christian Education 
Committee threw a fun Advent Fair last 
week and wishes to pass on thanks to the 
many volunteers who made it possible 
and to the parishioners and visitors who 
supported it

Special thanks to Michael Trank for cutting 
our new advent wreaths and to Cameron 
Ellis for painting them.

Christian Education 
Extends Thanks

If you would like to give Christmas flowers 
as a Memorial or in Thanksgiving, 
contributions are now being accepted. 
Names will be listed in the Christmas 
bulletins.

Any and all contributions are welcome; 
there is no set amount for Christmas 
flowers. Please mark your check with 
“Christmas Flowers” in the memo line.

Please submit your request to the Parish 
Office by December 16, 2022. 

You may use the form in the Sunday 
Service bulletin or print and clip the one to 
the right and send it and payment to the 
church office at the address at the bottom 
of the page.

Enclosed/Attached is $ __________________

____ Given as a Memorial 

____ Given in Thanksgiving

For: ______________________________________

By: _______________________________________

Where and How to 
Pledge

If you have not yet made a pledge, 
you can easily do so online.  Click  
here to go to the St. Stephen’s 
Stewardship page. Or  send an 
email to secretary@ststephensor.
org.  

If you have pledged and feel the 
spirit leading you to increase your 
amount follow those same steps.

Christmas Flowers Christmas Flowers

https://www.ststephensor.org/copy-of-stewardship-2
mailto:secretary@ststephensor.org
mailto:secretary@ststephensor.org

