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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
Sunday Worship

St. Stephen’s will observe the Third 
Sunday After the Epiphany on 
January 22.

The Service Bulletins are available at 
these links:

7:45 a.m. Spoken Eucharist

10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist

We pray for Parish Members

Mike & Bonnie Bautz

Tom Beehan & Kay Brookshire

Matt & Samantha Berven, Jacob, 
Anna, Asher, Landon, Brennon Rosario

Please keep these people in your 
prayers.

Weekly Prayers

Please Welcome Father Howard and Mrs. Peg Hess to 
St. Stephen’s

After-Hours Pastoral 
Support 

To request after-hours pastoral 
assistance, please dial the church 
at 865-483-8497, then follow the 
voice prompts to select “Pastoral 
Emergency” (Option 3).

It is a delight to announce that Father 
Howard Hess will be St. Stephen’s next 
Vicar.  In this role Fr. Howard will fulfill 
the responsibility of a rector on a short-
term basis and serve much the same 
role, and schedule as did Fr. Charles 
Fels.  

Fr. Howard’s tenure is Monday, 
January 23, 2023, through February 
28, 2023 (at which point we hope to 
know more about the timing of Father 
Bailey’s return).  

Fr. Howard brings a distinguished 
career of service.  Prior to entering 
the priesthood, he was a professor at 
Fordham University in New York City 
and a psychotherapist for children 
and families.  Ordained in 2000, 
Fr. Howard came to the Episcopal 
Diocese of East Tennessee in 2004.  
You may know Fr. Howard as the 
former Rector of The Episcopal Church 
of the Ascension in Knoxville.  

After retiring in 2015, he provided 
supply work at Good Samaritan 
Episcopal Church and St. Elizabeth’s 
Episcopal Church in Knoxville/
Farragut.  Additionally, during his 
retirement, Fr. Howard has and 
continues to provide significant 
spiritual direction and clergy 
mentoring.   

Fr. Howard is married to Peg Hess 
who has also been an educator and 
advocate for children in foster care and 
recently has founded a photography 
business. They have two children, 
Jeremy a medical doctor in Seattle, 
and Kristen who founded and now 

directs a school in Atlanta for both 
typical children and children with mild 
autism. They have five grandchildren 
ranging in age from 11 to 18.

St. Stephen’s is blessed to be able to 
partner in ministry with Fr. Howard.  
We are grateful for the support which 
brought him here.  

Please join me in heartily welcoming Fr. 
Howard and Peg to the St. Stephen’s 
community! 

- Courtney Manrod, Senior Warden 

Preparations for Bishop 
Cole’s Annual Visit

Bishop Cole’s annual visit to St. 
Stephen’s is scheduled for March 
26, 2023. 
If you are interested in being 
confirmed, received, or making a 
reaffirmation at that time, please 
contact Fr. Ashton or send an email 
to secretary@ststephensor.org.

Father Howard Hess

Animate: Faith, a new Adult Christian 
Formation Class, meets after the 
10:00 a.m. Sunday services during 
Epiphanytide.

In each Animate: Faith session, we will 
view a video featuring a leading voice 
from the Christian faith, spend time 
on personal reflection and journaling, 
sketch/doodle, and dig into ideas 
with the group. Please come and be 
part of this artistic and theologically-
grounded group study to grow and 
explore faith in the community. 

Animate: Faith

https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_73e83bd43d23467e9644a4ab0de674f7.pdf
https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_e70758523cbb4e89891b6fdf1e679352.pdf

