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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
Sunday Worship

A Death In Our Parish Family

October 23 is the Twentieth Sunday 
after Pentecost.  Links to the service 
bulletins are provided below
7:45 a.m. Spoken Service
10:00 a.m. Choral Service

With great sadness, we announce the 
death of William Whitten, father of Cathy 
Whitten, on October 15. Please keep his 
family in your prayers.

Mr. Whitten’s obituary was published in the 
Oak Ridger. You can access it at this link.

We pray for Parish Members
Chase & Gigi Sliger, Luci, Martin

Carol Slusher
 Parker & Carolyn Stanley
Rob, Jr. & Barbara Steele

Please keep these people in your prayers

Weekly Prayers

To meet requirements, nursery 
volunteers are urgently needed for 
December 4. 

Volunteers serve as a second pair of eyes 
to be compliant with Safe Church/Safe 
Community. Nursery Supervisor Maggie 
Dudman does all the heavy lifting. 

We must comply in order to offer 
Nursery care. Please call Sherry 
Burchfield at 865-661-9413 to schedule 
your volunteer time.

Nursery Volunteers Urgently 
Needed for December 4

Reminder: 2023 Pledge Card 
Return Requested by Nov. 6

St. Stephen’s requests you to return your 
pledge card by Sunday, November 6 
using the enclosed return envelope. You 
may send it by US Mail, drop it in the 
offering plate at a service, or bring  it to 
the Church Office.

Submit Names of Loved Ones 
to be read All Saints Sunday

St. Stephen’s Outreach Committee is 
looking for volunteers to help with the 
Oak Ridge Ecumenical Storehouse, a 
much-utilized ministry helping people 
who are experiencing poverty or need 
to relocate because of fire or domestic 
abuse. 

Established in 1984, the Storehouse is 
operated by volunteers from 12 area 
congregations on a rotating basis; St. 
Stephen’s has been actively involved in 
the ministry for many years. Located 
on Division St. in Oak Ridge, the 
Storehouse provides household goods 
and furniture for distribution at no cost 
to those needing them. 

New volunteers would work with the 
St. Stephen’s core group to learn what 
needs to be done and help pick up 
donations from homes or businesses for 
delivery to the Storehouse. 

St. Stephen’s performs this service 
generally on the second Saturday of 
each month from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
Our next two Saturday-morning pickups 
are November 12 and December 17.

This is a wonderful opportunity for 
those who want to provide occasional 
volunteer time to the community, 
get involved in the parish, and meet 
like-minded members. It is a much-
needed and rewarding ministry, greatly 
appreciated by the people it serves.

To join or learn more about the St. 
Stephen’s Ecumenical Storehouse 
volunteers, please call or email either of 
the volunteers listed below.

Roger Johnson 865-200-2172 / 
rogerwjohnson9@gmail.com

Barbara Hudak-Scheirer 731-780-5689 
/ bhs4639@gmail.com

Scroll to Page 2 For More, Including
• November 6 Family Movie Night
• Sunday’s  Anglican Heartland 

Forum
• Important Dates to Remember

Ecumenical storehouse 
Provides Rewarding 

Volunteer Opportunity

Names of the those of the parish who 
have died during the past year will be 
read from the altar on All Saints Sunday, 
November 6. There will also be a written 
memorial included in the bulletin.

If you would like to remember a loved 
one’s name, please submit the name 
before 1:00 p.m. Monday, October 31. 
You may email the name to secretary@
ststephensor.org or call the Parish 
office at 865-483-8497 during office 
hours 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday.

https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_08a7301ab3e54554bce5f34b3e8e0cd3.pdf
https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_ba50d1fcb65a4aafbeab58ea18e59041.pdf
https://www.oakridger.com/obituaries/pokr0331142
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As Advent approaches, mark these 
important events on your calendar. 
More details on these will be provided in future 
E-News.
November 6 - Pledge Cards Return Date
November 6 - Family Movie Night*
November 6 - Fall Back to Standard Time
November 13- Annual Meeting
November 27 - Advent Begins
December 4 - Advent Fair*

December 24 - Christmas Pageant*

* Sponsored by the Christian Education 
Committee

St. Stephen’s Family Movie Night 
Features Oscar-Winning “Coco”
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 Pastoral Emergency Contact

Fr. Ashton Sims will serve as the contact for 
Pastoral emergencies until further notice. You 
may reach him at 334-730-2132.

Please do not call the church offices for an 
emergency outside business hours, 10 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. 

The Anglican Heartland Series continues this Sunday with a look 
at Constance and Her Companions, also known as The Martyrs of 
Memphis. The forum meets following the 10:00 a.m. service in the 
chapel.

The Episcopal Church’s website provides the following overview of 
the martyrs’ selfless work administering to the needs of victims of the 
1873 and 1878 Yellow Fever outbreaks in Memphis, TN.

In 1873 a group of sisters of the Sisterhood of St. Mary went to 
Memphis, Tennessee, at the request of Bishop Charles T. Quintard, 
to establish a school for girls adjacent to the Cathedral of St. Mary. 

They were confronted by an epidemic of yellow fever and began to 
care for the sick. Yellow fever returned in 1878. The sisters stayed in 
Memphis to continue to minister to the sick while others fled the city. 

Sister Constance and six other Sisters of St. Mary, Sister Clare of the 
Society of St. Margaret in Boston, and a number of Memphis clergy 
ministered to the victims of the deadly disease. 

More than 5,000 people died, including Sister Constance on Sept. 
9, 1878, Sister Thecla on Sept. 12, Sister Ruth on Sept. 17, and Sister 
Francis on Oct. 4. 

The high altar at the Cathedral of St. Mary is a memorial to the four 
martyred sisters. These martyrs are commemorated in the Episcopal 
calendar of the church year on Sept. 9.  - from episcopalchurch.org

Constance and Her Companions Focus of Sunday’s 
Anglican Heartland Series

The St. Stephen’s Christian Education Committee 
is sponsoring a family movie and activity night 
with light dinner, from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m., Sunday, 
November 6 in the Parish Hall.

The featured movie is “Coco”, a 2017 Pixar/
Disney animated film about Miguel, a young boy 
communing with and learning music from his late 
great-great-grandfather. A highlight of the film 
is “Remember Me” a 2018 Oscar winner for Best 
Original Song.

Bring your family and friends and feel free to sing 
along with the infectuously catchy award-winning 
tune.

 To help the committee with planning, please 
email  Sherry Burchfield (mommaburch@gmail.
com) with the number attending.

Annual Meeting Set for Sunday, November 13

The St. Stephen’s Church Annual Parish Meeting will be held Sunday, 
November 13 following the 10:00 a.m. service. It is scheduled to last 
less than 30 minutes.

The meeting will be held in the Nave. There will be no 7:45 a.m. 
service that day. There is no parish lunch following the meeting. 

In addition to reports on the church’s activities and finances, parish 
members will elect four new members to serve three-year terms on the 
Vestry. 

Candidate bios will be available in an upcoming E-News. Vestry 
reports will be provided electronically before the meeting.

Got News? Submit announcements for E-News to secretary@
ststephensor.org by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/constance-nun-and-her-companions/

