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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
Sunday Worship

St. Stephen’s will observe the First 
Sunday of Lent on February 26.

The Service Bulletins are available 
to view and download from the St. 
Stephen’s website or at these links:

7:45 a.m. Spoken Eucharist

10:00 a.m.  Choral Eucharist

We pray for Parish Members
Mary Cooper, Lilly & Vivian

Robbie Cordani;
Judd Cornell & Katie Ownby

Dustin & Stacy Cox, Thomas & 
Matthew 

Please keep these people in your 
prayers.

Weekly Prayers

“Grant now, O God, that these palms, 
reduced to ashes, may be for us a 
sign of your power to purify our hearts 
...”  Our ingathered palms on Shrove 
Tuesday.

More Photos and news on 
Pages 2 and 3.

Mite Box Offerings to Help Unaccompanied 
Refugee Children

A memorial service for parishioner 
Victoria Medaglia, who died January 
30, is scheduled for 2:30 p.m., 
Saturday, February 25 at St. Stephen’s.

The Oak Ridger has published 
Victoria’s obituary at this link 
where you can read more about her 
remarkable life.

Memorial Service for Victoria Medaglia This 
Saturday at 2:30 P.M.

For 2023, your Outreach and 
Christian Education Committees 
have jointly designated our Mite Box 
offerings to help support a shelter for 
unaccompanied refugee children in 
the Diocese of the Rio Grande. The 
shelter is under the umbrella of The 
Rio Grande Borderland Ministries 

which is an Episcopal Diocese of 
the Rio Grande ministry serving the 
borderlands of New Mexico and far 
west Texas.

The ministries have been active for 
decades working collaboratively to

Story  Continued on Page 2

This Sunday, Christian Education and Parish Life are partnering up to sponsor a 
Lenten Fair and a Potluck.  Please bring a dish (or two) to share, which you can drop 
off in the Parish Hall prior to the 10:00 a.m. service.

https://www.ststephensor.org
https://www.ststephensor.org
https://www.oakridger.com/obituaries/pokr0428649
https://www.oakridger.com/obituaries/pokr0428649
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Last Wednesday, a group of St. Stephen’s volunteers placed several hundred pounds of 
rocks in beds around the church to help prevent erosion near the foundation.  Pictured from 
left: Chuck Estes, Al Cate, Brent Sigmon, and Brian Bovee. Not pictured, but working hard 
was Cleon Hartman, Chair of the Vestry’s Building and Grounds Committee, who also 
doubled as the group’s photographer. There are more rocks to put out soon, and willing 
hands are always welcome! 

Simple Soup Suppers 
Resume This Wednesday

Following Ash Wednesday, the 
Parish Life Committee continues its 
sponsorship of Lenten Simple Soup 
Suppers.

These no-cost suppers begin at 
5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays in the St. 
Stephen’s Parish Hall.

Typically, we will offer two kinds of 
soup, which will include a vegetarian 
option, along with bread, fruit, and 
beverage. 

Mite Box Collections 
To Help Children

Continued From Page 1 

provide humanitarian support to 
vulnerable people in our border 
communities. The Borderland 
Ministries’ mission statement says. 
“The compassionate response of 
RGBM is simple — to feed, shelter, and 
care for our neighbors on both sides of 
the border.”

The children’s shelter provides for the 
needs of the children and works to 
connect them with their families in the 
States.

The Rt. Rev. David M. Reed (Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of West 
Texas) says this: “Wherever we might 
fall politically, as Christians there are 
always Christ-like responses available 
to us. Just remember to ‘walk in love,’ 
don’t yell, listen, and be humble and 
kind as you go.”

Mite Boxes will be available in the 
Narthex, the Parish Hall, and the 
hospitality center, and will be collected 
as an offering on Easter Sunday. 
Your offerings of small change and 
coins will help the shelter provide for 
the needs of the children and work 
to connect them with their extended 
families throughout the States.

We encourage everyone to take a 
Mite Box home and participate in 
this meaningful Lenten practice. Mite 
Boxes are named for the story of the 
“widow’s mite” (Mark 12:41-43) and 
encourage people of all ages to collect 
coins and small donations to benefit 
those in need. 

The next Inquirers’ Class will meet at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 1 in the Saint 
Alban’s Chapel at St. Stephen’s.

The class will focus on the topic “What is the Church?” and focus on its nature, 
origin, ministers, and organization. It will be led by Father Howard Hess. 

See Page 3 for More St. Stephen’s E-News

Daughters of the King 
Planning April Tea for 
Women of the Church

The St. Agnes Chapter of the 
Daughters of the King is hosting an 
Afternoon Tea at 3:00 p.m., Sunday, 
April 23, to honor all women of the 
parish.  We hope that all women, 
from long-time parishioners to those 
that are newer to St. Stephen’s, will 
make plans to attend this event. 
More details coming soon.

Inquirer Class Meets Wednesday
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After Hours Pastoral 

Support

To request after-hours pastoral 
assistance, please dial the church 
at 865-483-8497, then follow the 
voice prompts to select “Pastoral 
Emergency” (Option 2).

We now have a dedicated email 
address for E-News submissions. 
Please send your articles, 
announcements, and photos 
to editor@ststephensor.org. 
Our deadline is 10:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays.

New Email Address for 
E-News Submissions:

Editor@ststephensor.org

Lenten Book Reading

Our Lenten book study will center on 
Cross Shattered Christ: Meditations 
on the Seven Last Words by Stanley 
Hauerwas. Details about the start 
date, time, and location for the study 
will be announced soon.

Shrove Tuesday Preparations

St. Stephen’s volunteers worked throughout the day preparing the church for Lent and food for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. Top 
Left: Bonnie Nestor hangs a Lenten banner. Top Right Bonnie Nestor and Roni Boyd hang the Stations of the Cross in the Nave.  Bottom 
Left: Choir members Ashton <need both names>  prepare pancakes and sausages for the supper. Bottom right: Father Ashton Sims and 
Teddy  Dantzler tend the fire during the Burning of the Palms.

mailto: editor@ststephensor.org

