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 Pastoral Emergency Contact

October 16 is the Nineteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost. 
7:45 a.m. Spoken Service
10:00 a.m. Choral Service

Fr. Ashton Sims will serve as the contact 
for Pastoral emergencies until further 
notice. You may reach him at 334-730-
2132.

Please do not call the church offices for 
an emergency outside business hours, 
10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. 

We pray for Parish Members
Kathie Shearer

Paul & Barbara Scheirer
Brent Sigmon & Nancy Carow

Ashton Sims & Anna Davis
Wesley & Carolyn Singer

Mary Shepard
Carol Skyberg

Please keep these people in your prayers

Weekly Prayers

To meet requirements, nursery 
volunteers are urgently needed for 
October 16 and December 4. 

Volunteers serve as a second pair of eyes 
to be compliant with Safe Church/Safe 
Community. Nursery Supervisor Maggie 
Dudman does all the heavy lifting. 

We must comply in order to offer 
Nursery care. Please call Sherry at 865-
661-9413 to schedule your volunteer 
time.

Nursery Volunteers Urgently 
Needed for Oct 16 / Dec 4

 A lively group of humans, cats and dogs gathered in the Grove for the Blessing of the 
Animals, Saturday, October 8. More photos on Page 3.

The St. Stephen’s Church Annual Parish Meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, 
November 13 following the 10:00 a.m. service. 

The meeting will be held in the Nave. There will be no 7:45 a.m. service that day. 
There is no parish lunch following the meeting. 

In addition to reports on the church’s activities and finances, parish members will elect 
four new members to serve three-year terms on the Vestry. 

In advance of the meeting, the Vestry will provide candidate biographies and 
electronic versions of the annual reports. Based on feedback from previous meetings, 
the church has set a goal of concluding the meeting in less than 30 minutes. Reading 
the material in advance will help meet that goal.

Update on Plans for Annual Meeting. Sunday, November 13

Reminder: 2023 Pledge Card 
Return Requested by Nov. 6

St. Stephen’s mailed 2023 pledge cards 
to parishioners earlier this month. Please 
take time to read the letter enclosed 
with your card and to give prayful 
consideration to your pledge. 

The church requests you to return your 
pledge card by Sunday, November 6 
using the enclosed return envelope. You 
may send it by US Mail, drop it in the 
offering plate at a service, or bring  it to 
the Church Office.

Updates on Pages 2 & 3

Check out pages 2 and 3 for . . .

• Full Text of Letter From Father 
Bailey Norman 

• Sunday School News

• This Sunday’s Anglican 
Heartland Series Biography of 
William Wilberforce

• Important Dates

• Blessing of the Animals Photos

https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_e8ef13df09904888a3223e4b752c634d.pdf
https://www.ststephensor.org/_files/ugd/60dc30_7b792731b5314468adab635c6dfc347f.pdf
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Friends –

Thank you for all your cards, texts, and prayers (and for the calls which I still 
can’t answer very well!). They mean a lot to my family to be reminded of your 
love toward us.

As Canon Michelle Bolt shared with you this past Sunday, I continue to 
make progress in my recovery. I am feeling well and have gotten a chance to 
rest some. However, I don’t have any definite answers as to the cause of this 
issue. While I am able to speak again, it is very slow and labored. I gain a 
little bit more ability each day, but it certainly is not going as fast as I would 
like.

After preaching and being with you in worship, Canon Michelle met with the 
Vestry immediately following church. In consultation with me, she and the 
Vestry have given me blessing to extend my medical leave through the rest of 
October. Simply put, my speech is not back to the point where I can preach 
or lead a service just yet. It could return in a few days, and it is also possible 
that it may not be ready by the end of October. Either way, I will be in regular 
contact with Canon Michelle, Fr. Ashton, and your Senior Warden Judith 
Delaney to keep them updated.

I reiterate that you have excellent leadership at the parish and diocesan 
level who are and will continue to guide our parish through this. The biggest 
help you can offer is keep coming to church on Sunday, be vigilant for and 
ask about opportunities to serve, and keep speaking about this wonderful 
community to your friends, neighbors, and co-workers. It is a great comfort 
to know that the Gospel is proclaimed even when we are not at our best, 
and sometimes it is proclaimed with greater power when we are not at our 
best. My faith has not been shaken, but the challenges of these last few 
weeks have certainly caused me to seek new ways to listen to God. We as 
a community are called to use these opportunities to discover new ways in 
which God equips us to believe, work, and grow through challenges that 
none of us would choose to face.

I also want to give an update on our dear friend and Parish Secretary 
Elizabeth Pack. Elizabeth is now more than halfway through her radiation 
and chemo treatments. While she has had some side effects, so far they 
have been relatively mild. She and I can only text right now, but I can tell 
she, James, and Philip remain deeply appreciative of your prayers, cards, 
and love you have sent her way as well. Like me, she is receiving top notch 
medical care and remains encouraged through this long and arduous 
journey. Please continue to lift her and her family up in your prayers.

We will continue to pray and serve together, even while I cannot be 
physically present. I am deeply grateful for what God is doing among us and 
for all of you. Love to each one of you, and I will be in touch again soon.
Christ’s Peace,
Bailey

Father bailey Norman’s Letter to the Parish

Anglican Heartland Series looks at 
William Wilberforce (1759-1833).

For much of Wilberforce’s lifetime, the  Church 
of England was in internal turmoil regarding 
Methodism. The struggle was reflected in his 
early life with members of his family embracing 
nonconformist views and others working to 
shield the young Wilberforce from Methodism. 

After being elected to Parliament at the age 
of 21, he became an Evangelical Christian. 
As his influence in the governing body 
increased, Wilberforce drew from his newfound 
commitment to his faith to advocate eloquently 
and fervently for major societal reforms.

The most famous of these causes was his push 
to abolish slavery which he pursued even after 
leaving Parliament in poor health. He died three 
days after learning that the Slavery Abolition 
Act of 1833 would pass through parliament.

With the help of several volunteers, significant 
updates are being made to Sunday School 
rooms. The aim is to provide a wonderful and 
safe environment for our littlest children, Please 
be on the lookout for an Amazon Wish List of 
toys, books, and support items for the nursery. 
Your generous contributions of these items will 
help us reach our goals. 

As Advent approaches, mark these 
important events on your calendar. 
More details on these will be provided in future 
E-News.
November 6 - Family Movie Night*
November 6 - Fall Back to Standard Time
November 13- Annual Meeting
November 27 - Advent Begins
December 4 - Advent Fair*

December 24 - Christmas Pageant*

* Sponsored by the Christian Education 
Committee

Sunday School Updates
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All creatures great, small, and in-between had their moment at the St. 
Stephen’s Blessing of the Animals Service, October 8.


