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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
Sunday Worship

St. Stephen’s will observe the Second 
Sunday After the Epiphany on 
January 15.

The Service Bulletins are available at 
these links:

7:45 a.m. Spoken Eucharist

10:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist

We pray for Parish Members

Jo Ann Baker

Bill & Margaret Baldauf

Jim Ball

Adam & Simon Ballintoy

Bob & Jean Bardorf 

Please keep these people in your 
prayers.

Weekly Prayers

a combination of southern hospitality and Thanks.

New Way to Request 
After-Hours Pastoral 

Support 
To request after-hours pastoral 
assistance, please dial the church 
at 865-483-8497, then follow the 
voice prompts to select “Pastoral 
Emergency” (Option 3).

Children in Worship

Children are always welcome and 
encouraged to attend church services 
with their family; however, if you 
prefer, you may take them to our 
wonderful nursery where trained, 
qualified attendants will watch over 
and engage them with loving care. 

The nursery is available for ages 
newborn to 3-years of age.

Following our service last Sunday, everyone enjoyed our Parish Potluck lunch. 
The first law of Southern Hospitality is to bring and share a dish; however, 
anyone who arrived without a dish was welcomed and served generously. 
  
Across the serving table and dessert selections, there was something for 
everyone; one item was a better version of Cracker Barrel’s hash brown potatoes. 
Another was barbeque beef that would be great served in any restaurant. There 
were too many desserts to count, which magically disappeared in no time.

The lunch was also a time to recognize and thank Father Charles Fels for his 
immersion, leadership, and fellowship during his brief ministry with St Stephen’s. 
In Father Fels’ first sermon, he told us that he was a “volunteer, vanishing, Vicar.”
 
That couldn’t be further from the truth; he (and his wife, Susan) quickly became 
part of our St Stephen’s family. His last service with us will be on January 15th. 
Shortly after that, Charles and Susan will enjoy a holiday that includes time in 
Hawaii. Just the destination for them to enjoy the fun-in-sun gifts he received at 
the luncheon.

We all are so thankful for his time at St Stephen’s.; Aloha and bon voyage, Susan 
and Charles.
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St. Stephen’sE-NEWS
A Letter of Thanks

Barbara Neill mentioned in her article on signing up for Altar Flowers in the January 6, 2023, St. Stephen’s E-News that 
flowers are distributed after the Sunday service. This work is done by members of St. Therese’s Flower Guild. Volunteers 
divide up one of the two arrangements into smaller vases after church on Sunday or Monday. After the Tuesday service 
in St. Alban’s Chapel, they do the same with the second arrangement. Some of these smaller bouquets are distributed by 
Flower Guild members to sick or home-bound parishioners and friends, while some go to those celebrating birthdays or 
anniversaries. This “second life” for our Altar Flowers helps to brighten the days of those who receive them.

Parishioners are welcome to take a vase or two from the ramp room once they are prepared by Flower Guild members, 
either to share with a friend or to enjoy at home. We do ask that you return the empty vases to the ramp room. (We also 
welcome donations of smaller vases! Just leave them on the counter in the ramp room.)

Gifts to the Altar Flower Fund are acknowledged in the Service Bulletin each Sunday, providing us with opportunities to 
commemorate special occasions in our own lives while enriching our Parish worship experience.

Please consider making your contribution toward the cost of the flowers ($85.00, or $42.50 if you are sharing a Sunday) 
when you sign up on the 2023 Altar Flowers calendar on the bulletin board outside the Secretary’s Office. You can make 
your payment electronically using the “Online Giving” link at the top of the St. Stephen’s home page, ststephensor.org.  If 
you pay by check, please write “Altar Flowers” on the memo line. 

We join Barbara in thanking all those who bring beauty to our services through the gift of Altar Flowers. – St. Therese’s Flower Guild

Dear Blessed Company of All Faithful People at St Stephen’s, 

Susan and I give thanks to God and to you for our ten weeks together. Being with you has been a deep and continuing gift to us both. 

And thank you for the the unexpected surprise of lunch together last Sunday, the hats, sunglasses, beach towel and sunscreen for our 
trip to see family in Hawaii and the extraordinarily generous gift certificate for use at REI. It may not be enough to buy out the whole 
store but it will certainly come close. With gratitude for your friendship and your companionship along the Way of Jesus, 

Charles and Susan

“…the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still more will be given to you.” Mark 4.24

In each Animate: Faith session, we will view a video featuring a leading voice from the Christian faith, spend time on 
personal reflection and journaling, sketch/doodle, and dig into ideas with the group. Please come and be part of this 
artistic and theologically-grounded group study to grow and explore faith in the community. 

Gain perspectives on God, religion, Jesus, salvation, the cross, the Bible, and the church from seven Christian though 
leaders. Our upcoming sessions include: 

Altar Guild Flower Update

Animate Faith - a new class for epiphanytide

Religion: Spirituality Is Not Enough with Lillian Daniel 
Jesus: The Revolution of Love with Mark Scandrette 
Salvation: Abundant Life Now with Shane Hipps

Cross: Where God is with Nadia Bolz-Weber 
Bible: A Book Like No Other with Lauren Winner 
Church: An Imperfect Family with Bruce Reyes-Chow


